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Figure 6: Diff erent link distance measurement location in Tampere Finland

Figure 7: PoC system architecture for Energy QoS monitoring 

Furthermore, USWA was present in EuCNC & 
6G summit 2025 conference within DEC NR+ 
special session as well as with Demo booth. 
Finally, USWA project was regularly present in 
Berlin 6G summits.

Conclusions

During the USWA project, technology land-
scape evolved significantly due to rapid rise 
of AI and promising new possibilities for au-
tomation and process optimization. At the 
same time, introduction of new DECT-2020 
NR based chipsets and products in the mar-

ketplace has established DECT-2020 NR as 
mature and reliable wireless technology for 
industrial applications. With new solutions 
and PoC developments, the USWA project has 
demonstrated enormous opportunities for 
different industry areas, where DECT-2020 
NR technology provides cost-efficient, reliable 
and resilient wireless communication solu-
tion connecting devices and advanced data 
processing solutions. However, innovation 
continues, and DECT-2020 NR provides a solid 
foundation for future technologies beyond 
the project and today’s applications.
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� Further information
USWA: C2021/1-8
https://www.celticnext.eu/project-uswa/
https://www.celtic-next-uswa.org/
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On September 11th 2025, the CELTIC-NEXT 
Community gathered once again for the 
highly anticipated CELTIC Proposers Day in 
Aveiro, Portugal.

Welcome:

The day started with a warm welcome from 
José Carlos Pedro, the President of the Board 
of Directors from our host organization Insti-
tuto de Telecomunicações in Aveiro, Portugal, 
followed by a short welcome from the CELTIC-
NEXT Director Mr. Xavier Priem.

Both underlined the importance of in-
person gatherings to foster new project ideas 
and to exchange on the latest advancements 
in the next generation of telecommunication.

Keynotes:

Two keynotes in the area of AI have been pre-
sented focusing on International Regulation 
and legal Frameworks, highlighting the trans-
formative potential of 6G, current trends in 
the compute continuum that underpin a Euro-
pean value-based AI ecosystem.

On the Path to the AI-ACT:

The first keynote gave insights “on the path to 
the AI-ACT”, kindly presented by Prof. Diogo 
Gomes from Instituto de Telecomunicações.

Prof. Diogo Gomes started with an over-
view on the EU AI-ACT that has been unani-
mously approved by the EU Council on 21 May 
2024 and is foreseen to be fully applicable 
in 2026. The EU AI-ACT balances innovation 
with fundamental rights and safety, it is the 
first comprehensive European AI regulatory 
framework. Prof. Gomes touched on the ba-
sics of its Risk-based framework ranging from 
no obligation for minimal risk to conformity 

assessment for unacceptable AI risks as, for 
example, social scoring as well as unaccept-
able prohibited aspects of AI covered within 
the EU AI-ACT.

Transparency and Explainability, record-
keeping as well as Auditability were men-
tioned as key requirements for High-Risk AI 
systems.

Open questions such as the ambiguity in 
definitions, enforcement capacity and exper-
tise as well as risk of over-regulation vs under 
regulation have been discussed, as the impor-
tance of global competitiveness of AI systems 
is of utmost importance and the compliance is 
often seen as a burden to the industry.

He emphasized the need for adaptive flex-
ible rules in a fast-moving field to underline 
the strength of the European industry in the 
Telecom ecosystem and the benefit it pro-
vides to its vertical markets. This approach 
strengthens vertical markets to thrive and 
fully leverage a strong alliance in the telecom 
sector.

In his keynote Prof. Gomes gave an over-
view on international legal frameworks such 
as for example the Algorithmic Accountability 
Act and the Stop Discrimination by Algorith-
mic Acts in the United States; the AIDA Act in 
Canada; the Basic Act on the Development 
of Artificial Intelligence and Establishment of 
Foundation for Trust in Korea, and the Act on 
the Promotion of Research, Development and 
Utilization of Artificial Intelligence-Related 
Technologies in Japan.

GSMA RAI that provides guidance for mo-
bile operators and ecosystem partners on 

designing and deploying AI responsibly have 
been touched as well as the technical stan-
dards for secure and trustworthy AI from ETSI 
supporting the EU AI-Act compliance ecosys-
tem through harmonized standards.

6G: Fuelling the AI Compute Continuum

The second keynote, kindly presented by 
Wolfgang John, Principal Researcher at Erics-
son Research Sweden, on the topic of “6G: Fu-
elling the AI Compute Continuum” began with 
an overview of the International Telecommu-
nication Union (ITU) process regarding the 
ongoing 6G 3GPP standardization activities, 
which are scheduled to start in end of 2024 
and are expected to lead to commercial re-
lease in 2029 and beyond.

Wolfgang John provided insights on how 
AI-native networks, 6G Compute, Trustworthy 
systems and limitless connectivity capabilities 
of the 6G network platform serve as key en-
ablers for co-creating a cyber physical world. 
First ideas on AI powered services have been 
shown working on today’s but also on tomor-
rows mobile networks that are both a commu-
nication and a computing platform.

Next generation of 6G networks include AI 
native infrastructure closely coupled to dis-
tributed data networks through a common 
platform functionality as cloud infrastructure, 
transport and data infrastructure serving end 
customers needs. The 6G network platform 
ensures service assurance, external interac-
tion and business support through network 
assets that include cloud native and AI native 
infrastructure in a cyber physical world.

CELTIC Proposers Day in Aveiro
At the Heart of the CELTIC Community: the European AI-ACT & 6G Fuelling 
the AI Compute Continuum

Keynote 1: On the path to the AI-ACT, Prof. 
Diogo Gomes, Instituto de Telecomunicações

Keynote 2: 6G: Fuelling the AI Compute 
Continuum, Wolfgang John, Ericsson Research 
Sweden

CELTIC-NEXT EVENT
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Especially the 6G AI compute continuum 
will simplify the procurement and deploy-
ment of future ready applications and de-
vices. Optimization of connectivity compute 
and AI as well as network architectures sup-
porting network insights and data as well as 
optimizing data transfer proved by large scale 
use cases have been highlighted during the 
presentation.

Examples of relevant data and insights 
within a mobile network as fraud detection 
and prevention, connectivity status and pre-
diction, spatial data and user density have 
been mentioned to evolve in the future by 
the implementation of 6G and the AI compute 
continuum.

Trust, privacy and data sovereignty has 
been highlighted as potential driver for lo-
cal compute and AI services. This presents a 
significant opportunity for mobile network 
operators as a nationally regulated business 
partner offering trustworthy bundles of com-
munication, compute, data handling and AI 
model management. Immediate questions 
from the audience were raised on when the 
solution would be ready to be used. Which un-
derlined the interest from industry viewpoint 
on the 6G and AI native compute continuum.

Funding Landscape in CELTIC:

As part of the Proposers Day, representatives 
from the CELTIC funding bodies explained 
details of funding in their country. Mrs. Po-
lina Pereira from ANI opened the session by 
warmly welcoming the CELTIC Community 
in Aveiro and then presented the funding 
scheme in Portugal. Following Mrs. Pereira’s 
presentation, Mrs. Juana Sánchez from CDTI, 
Spain, gave insights on new funding oppor-
tunities in Spain and encouraged the par-
ticipants from Spain to submit a high quality 
proposals related to the advices given in her 
presentation.

Following the funding presentation in 
Spain, our new Public Authorities represen-
tative Mrs. Bahriye Özkara from TUBITAK, 
Türkiye, showed relevant details on how to 

apply on national level in Türkiye to the inter-
ested participants. The funding landscape in 
Finland and support of CELTIC Calls has been 
kindly explained by Mr. Heikki Uusi Honko 
from Business Finland. Mrs. Camille Tang-Taye 
Pinois from BPI France followed his presenta-
tion and provided insights on the processes in 
France to the audience.

Successful SME

Mr. Pedro Lousa from Beyond Vision, high-
lighted the impressive growth and success 
of Beyond Vision which is a high-tech drone 
company, noting that it is among the first 
drone operators to utilize 5G technology, en-
abling extended-range communications. He 
also emphasized the company’s coordination 
role within the CELTIC project Intelligent Edge 
of Things (IEoT) that operated and finished 
successfully even during the Corona Pandem-
ic. The expected revenue for Beyond Vision’s 
Drone Group, which entered the market in 
2021, is projected to reach approximately €13 
million by 2025, supported by a workforce of 
around 70 employees. The company special-
izes in dual-use applications for both civil and 
military purposes.

Insights from the Experts

In the next session, hands on experience from 
the CELTIC Experts where given. The session 
was opened by Mr. Xavier Priem, CELTIC Direc-
tor, followed closely by Prof. Ayman Radwan, 
who explained in detail his CELTIC project suc-
cess in the Health area as well as useful ad-
vices on the journey from Proposal Idea to a 
successful project end including strong guide-
lines on how to prepare a successful CELTIC 
Proposal.

Pitching Session and Consortium 
 Building

Overall 15 new project ideas have been pre-
sented in the pitching session moderated by 
Mrs. Christiane Reinsch, CELTIC programme 

coordinator, who also moderated the days 
proceedings.
The pitching session was highly interactive 
and showcased innovation, featuring presen-
tations such as Secure X, presented by DFKI 
from Germany, which captivated the audience 
with its cutting-edge security solutions. Cel-
tiberian SL from Spain impressed with 
DronaaS, highlighting the potential of drone-
as-a-service. A team of two from Airties, Türki-
ye, introduced Scota and Wi-Excellence, their 
smart connectivity test automation solutions, 
which promise to enhance network perfor-
mance and Wi-Fi connectivity. Finally, Screen-
light presented the concept of Cinema Futuro, 
sparking excitement about the future of cin-
ema and its evolving technologies. Many more 
presentations were given, each one not only 
informative but also interactive, engaging the 
audience in discussions about the future of 
their dynamic sectors. Each of the presenters 
invited to an online consortium-building ses-
sions that took place the following week.

Throughout the day, the pitch presenters 
gathered around posters to discuss their pre-
sentations with potential new partners.

After the pitching session, the attendees 
enjoyed the guided tour through the Lab of 
Insituto de Telecomunicações.

Representative from ANI, Portugal: Mrs. Polina 
Pereira

Poster Session: Burcu Ergun, Airties, Türkiye

Representative from CDTI, Spain: Mrs. Juana 
Sanchez

At the Entrance, happy team of two: Mehmet 
Sükrü Kuran and Burcu Ergun from Airties, 
Türkiye

CELTIC-NEXT EVENT
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Updates from the CELTIC Offi ce: 
Focus on the CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts 

Xavier Priem
Director CELTIC Office 
priem@celticnext.eu

CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts are central 
and instrumental to CELTIC’s success since 
its inception in 2003. They are at the core of 
CELTIC’s SRIA, Labelling Evaluations, Projects’ 
Evaluations, and Reputation. Without them, 
there would be no CELTIC, CELTIC-PLUS, or 
CELTIC-NEXT programmes! They are the CELT-
IC Experts! 
Please allow us to offer more insight into their 
group in CELTIC-NEXT, including their tasks 
and the impact they have on your projects.

Purpose of the CELTIC-NEXT Group 
of Experts (GoE)

The Group of Experts (GoE) is responsible for 
assessing project proposals and participating 
in CELTIC project reviews. The GoE includes 
several sub-groups dedicated to specific tech-
nical areas. Core group members nominate 
individuals for the GoE, and an expert pre-
sides over each GoE meeting.

Composition of the GoE

The CELTIC-NEXT Core Group has established 
a permanent CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts, 
which has delegated responsibilities and car-
ries out specific tasks. The CELTIC-NEXT Core 
Group determines the working rules for the 
CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts. The number 
of members and the composition of the CELT-
IC-NEXT Group of Experts are agreed upon 
by the CELTIC-NEXT Core Group. The CELTIC-
NEXT Core Group may decide to replace a 
member in the CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts 
if such a member becomes an Affiliate to an-
other Participant with a representative in the 
CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts, or to a com-
pany not resident in Europe, or if the criteria 
for their membership no longer apply, or to 
appoint additional members.

Figure 1: The positive eff ect of CELTIC-NEXT’s Experts’ recommendations at 
mid-term reviews

Labelling and recommending funding

After evaluation by the CELTIC-NEXT Group 
of Experts, the CELTIC-NEXT Core Group, in 
agreement with the involved Public Authori-
ties (PAs), decides whether to grant a label, 
hereinafter called the “CELTIC-NEXT Label”, to 
the proposed Project. The CELTIC-NEXT Label 
confirms that the CELTIC-NEXT Organisation 
considers the proposed Project aligned with 
the Programme’s goals and that the apply-
ing organisations are eligible to participate 
as Participants in the Programme. It also 
confirms that the CELTIC-NEXT Organisation 
recommends the Project for public funding. 
The CELTIC-NEXT Project Proposal is the fun-
damental technical document submitted for 
funding applications to the respective PAs. 
The final decision on funding rests with the 
respective PAs.

Responsibilities of the GoE

The CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts is a dele-
gated responsibility by the CELTIC-NEXT Core 
Group for all decisions regarding the selection 

and monitoring of projects. Unless otherwise 
determined by the CELTIC-NEXT Core Group, 
the CELTIC-NEXT Group of Experts carries out 
the following tasks:
› Developing, updating, and implementing 

guidelines for the selection and ranking of 
technical projects.

› Making recommendations on giving the 
CELTIC-NEXT Label to project proposals 
and funding outlook by PAs.

› Making recommendations in case of major 
Project change requests.

› Participating in mid-term reviews and 
giving recommendations to achieve better 
project outcomes (see Figure 1).

› Participating in final reviews, assessing 
project outcomes and results, and 
providing further recommendations on 
further exploitation and potential follow-
up projects.

› Advising the CELTIC-NEXT Core Group on 
all relevant issues.

� Further information
https://www.celticnext.eu/core-group-members/ 

UPDATE FROM THE CELTIC OFFICE
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About CELTIC-NEXT
CELTIC-NEXT is the Eureka Cluster for next-genera-
tion communications enabling the inclusive digital 
society. CELTIC-NEXT stimulates and orchestrates 
international collaborative projects in the Informa-
tion and Communications Technology (ICT) domain. 
The CELTIC-NEXT programme includes a wide scope 

of ICT topics based on new high-performance com-
munications networks supporting data-rich ap-
plications and advanced services, both in the ICT 
sector and across all vertical sectors.

CELTIC-NEXT is an industry-driven initiative, in-
volving all the major ICT industry players as well as 
many SMEs, service providers, and research insti-

tutions. The CELTIC-NEXT activities are open to all 
organisations that share the CELTIC-NEXT vision of 
an inclusive digital society and are willing to collabo-
rate to their own benefit, aligned with their national 
priorities, to advance the development and uptake 
of advanced ICT solutions.
www.celticnext.eu

Cluster
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